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EFCF Conference 2007 Namur

The EFCF conference 2007 took place from 10-14 October 2007 in Namur and Tourain (French
speaking Belgium) and was attended by over 70 delegates. Participants came from Belgium,
Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, France, Luxembourg, Switzerland, the United
Kingdom and Scotland. The conference was organized by the Fédération Belge Francophone des
Fermes d’Animation and Accueil Champétre in Wallonia. More information about the federations
and Fermécole: www.cityfarms.org: Newsletter 2.2006, page 2.

The theme of the conference was: ‘The development of skills and competences of students and
young people’. In Belgium the Communities are responsible for education. The French speaking
Community governs education in Wallonia and in the French-speaking region of Brussels. Because
there are a number of educational networks, the Minister of Education and a team of professionals
have drafted a description of the programmes, including all the skills that students have to acquire
during their course of study. This description is referred to as the ‘pillars of competence’ and it
includes the skills that students must acquire in school for each educational cycle. A skill
necessarily results in an action, manual or intellectual and the action produced by the skill is useful,
functional and has a purpose. The advantage of the ‘farm tool’ is that it offers sufficient ties with
nature as well as with the social, economic, technical, political and cultural aspects of the
environment. The conference dealt with several ‘farm tools’, like landscape and art workshops,
sustainable food production, healthy food programmes, organic gardening and local products. The
different workshops were held in ‘Fermes d’Animation’ (city farms) and ‘Fermes Pédagogiques’
(commercial working farms with a school programme). For lectures, talks and discussions on the
subjects, please visit www.cityfarms.org (activities, events, conferences). During the visits to the
farms the conference group was split in two and changed places. In this way the participants could
visit almost every farm in the programme.
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Ferme Pédagogique de Beauffaux has been a family farm since 1922 and has provided
educational programmes for schools for 9 years. Schoolchildren make bread, press apple juice,
work with wool and help take care of the animals. The farm covers 60 hect. of which 20 hect. is
grassland. The farm grows beetroot, chicory, potatoes and maize. The farm breeds the so-called
double-muscled cattle, a Belgian breed and also has pigs, rabbits and poultry. Two paid staff take
care of the educational programme for about 3,000 schoolchildren per year from the ages 4-12
years. The schools pay € 6,-- per child. The farm also organizes birthday parties and holiday
programmes for a week or a weekend. Schools often combine a visit to the farm with a visit to the
nearby Sensory Centre (www.lessensciel.be). The farm also has a holiday apartment.

Rue de Beauffaux 40, 5081 Saint-Denis Tel. /Fax: +32 81 566128; Mobile: +32 474 525938;
info@Ilafermedebeauffaux.be; www.lafermedebeauffaux.be

Ferme de la Hulotte covers about 3 ha. and keeps cows, pigs, sheep, goats, donkey and horse
and rabbits. The farm started its educational work in 2001. It offers school programmes for children
from the age of 4 — 13, holiday programmes and birthday parties. School programmes

include animal care, making apple juice, baking bread, working in the vegetable garden, exploring
the wood, wool work etc. The children get a colour dot on their forehead, thus showing which
workshop they have already done. Schools can book for one day or for three days per year
(autumn, winter and spring). The farm is not open for the occasional visitor. Per year about 4,000
schoolchildren visit the farm. There is a staff of 9 (5 educational workers included). Twice a week
there is a special day care programme for deprived people. On Wednesday afternoons the farm
workers go and visit schools. 400 Chaussée de Bruxelles, 1300 Wavre. Tel.: + 32 10 248005;
fermedelahulotte @tiscali.be; www.fermedelahulotte.be
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Ferme d’Animation Le Fagotin s situated in the valley of the Ambléve. The farm is open for
visitors every 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month from 10.30 am — 2 pm and every Wednesday for
children. Activities include animal care, cooking, making bread, butter and cheese, wool work,
pottery, cooking, wool workshops, animal care, cheese, creepy crawlies, baking bread, activities in
the forest and near the lake, pony and donkey walks and landscape workshops. There is a school
programme and a holiday programme. School children can stay for one or more days. Accessible
for handicapped people. Roua 10, 4987 Stoumont. Tel. /fax: + 32 80786346;
fagotin@belgacom.net; http://www.fagotin.be

Ferme du Monceau was not scheduled in the conference programme, but became a bonus for
one of the conference groups because their bus broke down in the farm’s neighbourhood. The
monastery farm has 50 beds and is a real city farm although it works together with a commercial
farm at walking distance, where children can help take care of the animals and go for horse riding.
The educational programme includes food activities like making cheese and working in the garden.
There are also nature programmes and games and sports. In the attic there is lots of space for
professional equipment for sports and games. The farm is also accessible for handicapped people
by, for instance elevators. 6642 Juseret (Vaux-sur-Sdre) tel. + 32 61/255751 and fax + 32
6/256057; e-mail info@fermedumonceau.be; www.fermedumonceau.be.
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Ferme Pédagogique de la Géronne breeds cattle (Limousin) and the 70 hect. are mainly used for
the feeding of the animals: cattle, horses, sheep, donkeys, goats, rabbits and poultry, lama, alpaca,
ostrich. Since 2005 the farm is in charge of the nature areas of the Valley of Géronne. A herd of
Galloway cows and Fjord horses are kept for this purpose. The farm offers ‘real farm life’ for
schoolchildren. There are programmes for one day and for five days. Groups up to 60 people can
be housed. Activities depend on the age of the children and on the seasons. Animal care, nature
trail, fishing, creative workshops, cooking workshops, walking with the donkeys, landscape
workshop, visits to a bee-keeper or a milking farm, baking bread, making butter etc. Lunch is
prepared together with the children. Schools can chose for a day or a week. Prices are €10/child
per night, €60,-- for a group for 2 hours till €140,-- for 5 hours. The farm also offers covered wagon
rides for a day with Ardennes horses and rents out mules and donkeys. The farm has lodging
capacity for 80. 18 Rue Bi du Moulin, 6860 Chéne (Léglise); Tel/Fax: + 32 06125 52 53; GSM: +
32 47337 30 91 http://www.fermedelageronne.be; amjacques@swing.be

Ferme du Chant d'Oiseaux is a castle farm and dates from 1870. It covers 100 hect. and is still a
commercial working farm. The farm offers school programmes, summer camps, sports etc.
Accommodation consists of 60 beds in the castle and 45 in the boarding house. There is also a
Gallic village with different workshops for the children like tanning, smithing, archery and story
telling. The farm has a staff of 10. Rue du petit-pont 520, 5300 Landenne-sur-Meuse; Tel. /fax: +
32 85828256; contact@ferme-pedagogique.net; www.ferme-pedagogigue.net
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Ferme Pédagogique Dorlol is an organic farm since 1990 and covers 40 ha. All the food for the
animals comes from the farm. Other produce like bread, fruit, cheese, vegetables and meat are
sold in the farm shop. The farm also has a shop in Tournai. Livestock consists of 20 milking cows,
7 pigs, sheep, horses, poultry and rabbits. The farm is also a training centre for organic farmers
from Africa and South America. The farm offers educational programmes for schools, three groups
per month. The workshops are about milk, bees, bread and tasting products. Apart from the farmer
and his wife, the farm has a staff of two. Furthermore the butcher comes twice a month and the
baker at the farm works for himself. On Saturdays the farm restaurant is open from noon — 2 pm
and from 7 pm — 10 pm by reservation. Vieux moulin 44, 7980 Woddecq. Tel.: + 3268448306;
www.fermedorlou.be

Ferme d’Animation La Prairie  has celebrated its 20th anniversary in 2005. The farm is open for
the public, offers school programmes, holiday programmes, open days and many different
workshops. The fascinating results of the Creativity workshops are spread all over the farm and are
eye-catching. For more information about the creativity workshops, visit the EFCF Good Practice
Database on www.cityfarms.org. The farm also has a special programme for handicapped people.
Livestock consists of 2 horses, 3 ponies, 2 donkeys, 2 cows, 3 pigs, goats, 15 sheep, poultry and
rabbits. The farm covers 5 ha. There is a staff of 16 of which 14 full-time. In total the farm attracts
about 26,000 children per year. The lodging capacity is 60. Rue de la Vellerie 121, 7700 Mouscron.
Tel: +32 56342044; Fax: + 32 56488349; info@prairie.be; www.ful.ac.be/hotes/laprairie
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“Brotherhood gardens" in Mouscron

A gardener's team called "Workers
brotherhood of Mouscron”, works since
about 30 years on the diffusion of "biological
gardening” for multiple education. Every
month, between 100 to 150 members come
to the classes. Members also come from the
other side of the country, not only from this
region. Motives are more and more the
production of healthy food for the children.
The garden is a real jungle of 2200 varieties
of plants growing next to each other,
cultivated following the principles of
permaculture. The soil has not been tumed
over for 35 years and not one fertilizer has
ever been used. 3 kg of "ground" worms live
in every square meter. A variety of some

www.cityfarms.org

La Prairie

6500 different seeds and about 500 books are available for the members. More info: Gilbert and
Josine Cardon. 58 Rue Charles-Quint, 7700 Mouscron. Tel.: + 32 56 33 38 70.

More pictures of the conference:

The social evening was held at Ferme du Harby in
Mont-de-I'enclus, a family farm which also
organizes school activities, horse riding, music,
dance and crafts workshops. The whole family is
engaged in folklore music and the participants have
danced to their music till late. The excellent food,
the great music and the cheerful atmosphere at the
farm created a splendid closure of the conference.
The organizers of the conference even managed to
produce a colourful newsletter about the
conference. French speaking Belgians: thank you
very much for a well organized and informative
conference!

http://fotos.web.de/mike.reiche/efCF Conference Belgium 2007 with thanks to Mike Reiche from

Germany. mike.reiche@web.de
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