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EFCF conference in Kortrijk, Belgium

The 2010 EFCF conference took place form 157 19 September 2010 in Kortrijk, Belgium. About 50

delegates from Germany, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Austria, Belgium, the U.K. and Italy

attended the conference. Thet heme of t he contferermgaeniwvsaes a Hfoewst i val é
cel ebr at e 6 .-onkldivitigs warapradtised by the participants from making pizza to playing

games and creating glass mats out of carton beer mats and pieces of car windscreens. Some of the

activities wild./ be dvewvcityfarhseod). on 6 Kids Stuff o6 on

Claude Croes, mayor of Deerlijk bid the participants welcome at Bokkeslot City Farm. During the
official reception in the City Hall of Kortrijk, alderman Jean de Bethune, responsible for agriculture in
Kortrijk, emphasized the importance of city farms in the field of education, of balance between city life
and rural life and of exchange of experience and new ideas. He also underlined the importance to get
politicians to support city farms.

During the conference the 20" Anniversary booklet 6 A ci ty farm, a |link between U
was presented. A paper version, together with a DVD with a digital print version of the booklet, 2,000

photographs, annual reports from 1990 i 2009, a PowerPoint presentation and the EFCF Conference

Guidance Paper was distributed among the delegates. A screen version of the booklet can be

downloaded from www.cityfarms.org, homepage. The delegates also visited a diversity of Flemish city

farm projects.

Kinderboerderij Bokkeslot, Deerlijk

City Farm Bokkeslot started in 1991 on a different
address in Deerlijk right between two motorways.
Because the area was going to be developed for
industrial reasons, the farm had to move to its current
location in 2001, which covers about 1,5 hect. There is
9 hect. of grassland for the animals and 1 hect. of
arable land (potatoes, beets, maize, pumpkins and
carrots). The farm has 3,5 paid staff, 10 trainees from
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different institutions and 15 volunteers who come on
a regular basis. For the open days the farm can
count on about 80 volunteers. Funding comes from
the city and the province. The rest of the income
(half of the running costs) comes from visits, open
days etc.. School programmes include guided tours
with assignments, bread baking and other farm
activities. School groups up to 20 pupils can stay
overnight at the farm. These activities attract about
12,000 visitors per year. Apart from that the farm
also organizes open days, like cooking with your
grandparents, holiday camps, helping at the farm,
birthday parties, holiday programmes, pony club.
Visits only after appointment

Tapuitstraat 57, 8540 Deerlijk
Info@bokkeslot.be
Tel. +32 56 77 79 29

Farm d'Oude Smelterij, Torhout

Farm déOude Smelterij, is situated
hectare big domain since 1987. It has never been

areal farm. Until 1931 itwasusedasak nac ker 0 s
yard. The project is now meant to give
information about the agricultural sector and
livestock industry.

The project has a conservatory, a demonstration
composting area, a play area and a cafe and 2
hiker 6s hut s. The farm h
information worker to cleaning staff and there are
opportunities for people with special needs and
unemployed people. The farm is a starting point

for a signposted walk of 7,5 km. and is also part of the cycling network. The farm hosts several
associations and more than 11,0000 school pupils visit the farm for half day activities about the
agricultural sector. The activities begin with a PowerPoint Presentation. The school program includes
activities in the garden, walks, food, horticulture, dairy, The farm also organizes farm camps, Easter
activities and farm open days. The domain is freely accessible, but groups of bigger than 15 persons
pay for school visits. There is also a garden walk for young children. The farm organizes open days
like sheep shearing and there is an annual Rural Day, organized together with other organisations and
farms. Funding also comes from the Agricultural Department of the Flemish community.

Domain d'Oude Smelterij Kinderboerderij

leperse Heerweg 5 8820 Torhout

Tel.: + 325021 67 03

E-mail: kinderboerderij@torhout.be

City Farm Ter Kerst, Gits

Ter Kerst Manor dates from the 15th Century.
In 1918 part of the dwelling and cowshed was
burnt down and in 1925 it was rebuilt again. In
2000 the Mariasteen Foundation bought the
farm and rebuiilt it to a play and learn farm. The
farm is situated in a 40 hect. large green area
with walking, riding and cycling routes. The
farm covers 6 hect. Including a big play- and
nature woodland which will also be used as
environmental education area. The farm rents
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out bicycles. The farm has a vegetable and herbal garden, a waterbed
filter system and offers hippo therapy, educational visits for schools
and other groups, activities like bread baking, soup cooking and
birthday parties. There is a café and visitors centre. The farms is also
a meeting place for people with and without a handicap. The farm
attracts about 6,000 visitors of which 1,000 school children. The whole
Mariasteen institution
employs 800 staff of which 25
work on the farm.

More information: Tel: + 32 51
230995 or + 32 51 230 970
E-mail:
info@hoeveterkerst.be

Het Neerhof, Dilbeek

Het Neerhof is a historical farm
and covers 10 hect. on which all
the organic food for the animals
is grown. Some parts of the farm
date from the Middle Ages, the
farm house dates from1740. In
1684 the farm was burnt down
by the French conquerors. The
farm was rebuilt . The city farm
was officially opened on 15
March 1975.

Animals include Belgian Draft
horse, donkey, pigs, blue white
cows, chicken, rabbits, guinea
pigs, cats, dogs, geese, sheep,
goats and bees. There is a farm
shop with biological products
and a farm cafe. The farm offers
schoolprogrammes, holiday
camps for teenagers, open days,
walks and a mobile farm..
School programme may last a
whole day. The children get
acquainted with farm life, they
bring in the crop, they clean the
stables and cook their own
lunch. School projects also may
include cheese making, wool programme, honey and bees project and baking bread. Funding comes

among others from the Brussels Flemish community. School activities, holiday programmes and open

days atrract about 10,0000 visitors per year. There is 9 paid staff, helped by volunteers and trainees.

The farm also has volunteers from the EVS (European V
www.cityfarms.orq).

Neerhofstraat 2

1700 Dilbeek

Tel. 00 32 2 5691445

E-mail: neerhof@vgc.be http://neerhof.vgc.be/
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