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EFCF conference in Turin, Italy

The 15™ EFCF conference was held from 14 — 18
September 2005 and was organized by the City of Turin
and Instituzione Torinese per una Educazione
Responsabile (ITER). Several organisations in the
Province of Piemonte work together in the field of
environmental education. Daniela Viroglio (ITER) and
Margherita Borri (Consorzio Agriturisme Piemonte)
explained their work to the about 50 delegates of 6
different countries who attended all or part of the
conference. Representatives of different organisations
which are involved in environmental education in other
parts of Italy, Stefania Pendezza (Bergamo), Paola
Lecardi (Pavia, Rossana Mari (Emilia Romagna) and
Alessandra Somaschini (Rome) also stated that there is
a functional cooperation between city farms and
educational agricultural enterprises. After the
introductions visits were paid to Turin’s city farm Cascina
Falchera, two agritouristic farms in the Consorzio
Agriturismo Piemonte: Cascina Neri and Il Frutto
Permesso and to the Centre of Environmental Education
in Pracatinat (Val Chisone). The organisation had gone
out of its way to please the delegates. For example all
the practical workshops in Cascina Falchera had been
translated into English!

Cascina Falchera dates from the 18" century and has been used for educational activities since
1996. At Cascina Falchera children experience the spirit of the farm not as passive spectators but as
participants in activities as harvesting and processing fruits or cereals. School classes come to the
farm for a specific project, involving five to eight visits to the farm. In total about 15,000 children per
year visit the farm. Each day there are about 100 children at the farm. The didactic excursion into the
agricultural companies are completely in economic charge of the City of Turin, so that the schools
have not costs. About Cascina Falchera’s, running costs are covered by the City of Turin and the
schools have to pay a contribution fee of

€ 70 per class. There are also activities during weekends and holidays. The farm covers about 17
hectare. There are vegetable gardens, an orchard and a herbal garden. There are farm animals like a
cow, donkeys, pigs, chicken,
goats, sheep and rabbits. Staff
consists of 6 teachers (trained
in pedagogy and agronomy),
farmers, pedagogical director,
administration and security.
During the conference the
Green Hostel was officially
opened, which will provide
accommodation for 27
persons.
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The farm wants to link up with local agricultural farms that represent a choice of life, of income, a
culture and a new promotion of critical consumption of food. Every year the City of Turin, in
collaboration with the farms in the Consortium organizes educational meetings and didactical visits to
help farmers become ‘agricultural educators’. More information:

+ 39 011 2621996 or e-mail: labfalchera@comune.torino.it

Consorzio Agriturismo Piemonte  was started in 1991 and consists of 115 Pedemont farms offering
agrituristic hospitality. Thirty of these farms re-organized their farmhouses and became educational
farms to receive children, teachers and families. Every year more than 80,000 persons visit these
farmhouses to learn about agriculture, rural environment and gastronomy. Children harvest the corn,
cook the polenta, bake bread and make cheese and jam. The groups stay at the farm for half a day,
one day or two days or more in the same week or in different seasons. Consorzio Agrituismo
Piemonte collaborates with the city of Turin to realize educational courses for the day nursery children
or the elementary schoolchildren.

More information: + 39 011 2629135 or www.agriturismopiemonte.it
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Cascina Neri was one of the
first working farms which started
with an educational program for
schools of Turin in 1988. Since
then 5000 children per year have
visited the farm. The main
activities are maize (harvest,
cooking and eating), strawberry
harvest, making jam, baking
bread and excursions. The
children stay for one day. There
are holiday programs of five
days. The costs are 12-13 Euros
per child per day. The farm is
organic but does not have am
official organic certification. The
farm keeps six pigs (for the
salami, which is the farm’s
speciality), two horses, chicken,
goats and sheep. The restaurant
is open to tourists on Sundays
and the products of the farm are
sold to the tourists or to other
tourist centres. The farm covers 10 hectares and has a staff of three. More information:
Tel./fax: + 39 0172 57 4543, Cell phone: + 39 335 703 2534 or e-mail: borri@mail.karmanet.it
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Il Frutto Permesso covers 25 hectares of fruit, 100 hectares of grass and 8 hectares of corn and co-
operates with the farm La Siia. The two farms together have a staff of 25. The children are taken from
one farm to the other by bus. About 5000 schoolchildren per year pay a visit for a program. Some
teachers prepare the program and carry it out with the help of the farm. Other teachers leave
everything to the farm and this will be more or less an excursion. Costs are 13 Euro per child, lunch
and transport included. The farm sells 1/3 of its products at the farm and also sells products from other
farms. The wooden path with the shelters towards the farm over the wetlands is meant to become a
kind of museum/classroom: every shelter will have a theme and a display of old agricultural equipment
and tools. La Siia also organises summer camps, where children can make music, learn to paint and
learn English. More information:

Tel.: + 39 0121 559421 or www.fruttopermesso.it
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The Centre of Environmental Education in Pracatinat , at an altitude of 1900 meters, used to be a

sanatorium. Since 1983 it has organised environmental workshops for schools from Monday to Friday.

The children discuss the environment, make maps of the surrounding area, and participate in outdoor
activities and games. There is 40 staff to run the Centre and 20 educators to supervise the
schoolchildren. The centre is a consortium of 3 organisations. In 2004, 45,000 children have visited
the Centre. Costs per school class are 150 Euro per week. The centre also organises summer camps
and courses for educators.

More information: Tel.: + 0121 884884, Fax: + 39 012183 711. www.pracatinat.it
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CONFERENCE 2005

TURIN ITALY 14.09.05/18.09.05
EUROPEAN FEDERATION OF CITY FARMS

AGRICULTURE & ENVIRONMENT
AS A COLLECTIVE CONCERN OF CULTURE
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WHY A FARM IN THE CITY

It is with great pleasure and pride that | declare this EFCF Conference open, and | welcome all
members of the Federation, especially delighted of doing so in my own city.

With my professional and enthusiastic team member of "Cascina Falchera", who is sharing with me
objectives and daily work, | will try to introduce you to our organization, its aims, its engagement and,
most importantly, to our passion for Turin's city farmstead which, by the way, you will be visiting this
aftemoon.

Cascina Falchera is a truly authentic City Farm. It operated as a business venue until the 1960's and
after that, it was restored by the City of Turin, taking especial care in maintaining its agricultural
vocation.

Backed up by the political resolve and educational inclination of the City, Cascina Falchera was born
and is developed till to today, and we hope for the future also, as a place and a suitable context to
promote the meeting between the natural and rural environment and its users; our farm has become a
meeting point for those who recognize in it the most natural way to witness human interaction with
nature and nature's course as well as with earth, life, and all those things we hope will encourage
ecologically conscious behaviour and inspire an environmentally aware soul.

The pedagogical attitude is inspired by the principle that only the immediate experience with the world
to which you belong to, the relationship with its innumerable presence, the work of the man, its
continuous process of interaction allow the conquest of an attitude, of a mentality and, then, of an
ecological and

Most of our 15.000 annual visitors see a farmland environment for the first time. No one in our staff is
surprised anymore to witness how ill at ease our visitors feel when confronted for the first time with
farm. animals, farm equipment and procedures, and even with that most common of farm variables:
weather conditions.

From too much time these dimensions do not more belong to us, you can imagine how less they
belong to children and adolescents.

At times it almost seems that such a simple pleasure as sitting on a dew-moist meadow has become
something so quaint, to befit only poets to sing.

Initial fear and distrust can be bypassed using a didactic approach which allows visitors to discover
how natural it is to interact with the environment, the animals, earth and its products, the climate, the
seasons... Feeling part of the ecosystem is part of the experience.

Personal and direct experience can encourage the awareness of belonging to the ecosystem and
promote the concept of biological unity

Each trail, no matter how long, subdivided in several meetings, guarantees continuity in the
processes, encourages the knowledge but, above all, promotes culture.

The chosen methodology used for our hosts is the same for every age, from the little children of
créche to the grown-up people: to live and make experiences.

The changes related to the age difference are in the complexity of the actions and their duration, but
for all are guaranteed emotions and learning development.

There is a carefully chosen technique designed for every age group and which happens to be the
same for all: enjoy the experience, live it! Whatever task you undertake and however long it takes you
to complete it, we make sure it is full of excitement and new experiences. We don't want to train new
farmers, we want to teach individuals how to enjoy, appreciate and, hopefully, make responsible use
of the environment they belong to.
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Our work concerns environmental education and we all know how difficult it is for the school
establishment to make students appreciate the "field" part of field trips. Field trips today tend to be
more a tour of duty and training than a play-day, but they still represent a very important chance for
sensitive teachers to prove students the world out of school is all about cultural environment.

Open farms Projects are a very important resource for Teachers who can understand that experience
and direct contact with the protagonist have a fundamental cognitive meaning; open farms projects
play a very important role to discover, to live, to leam and to share the human growth, learning and
development.

These farms need to be helped and promoted and they should be considered more like a "partner”
educator and not given the undignified position of background landscape for reality shows where
everything is unnatural and stereotyped.

The Cascina Falchera project is made complete thanks to the relationship with the productive
companies of Piedmont's territory. Our Farm is however a model, a context that must link up the local
agricultural farms that represent a choice of life, of income, of territory culture and, in times like these,
a new promotion to a critical consumption of foodstaffs. Cascina Falchera works and shares its
engagement with the Consorzio Agriturismo Piemonte to promote actions and trials that develop
sensitiveness to this purpose and in such sense.

Every year the City of Turin, in collaboration with the farms in the Consortium, organizes educational
meetings and didactical visits where farmers become "agricultural educators." Visitors experience the
true spirit of the farm not as passive witnesses, but actually working in such activities as harvesting
and processing fruits or cereals.

Expenses are completely covered by the City so that schools need not face any costs.
However, Cascina Falchera's activities require a contribution of € 70, 00 for each class group. Each
task contemplates five to eight visits to the Farm. Participants are followed by six instructors proficient

in Pedagogy and Agronomy who are also responsible for the activities.

Educational policies and management are entrusted to a pedagogue (myselt) and her administrative
and pedagogical staff

Cascina Falchera and 7 other Cultural Centres became part of an Institution in January 2005, but the
Cascina is still an integral part of the Educational Policies Department of the City of Turin.

Daniela VIROGLIO,
Pedagogical Director of Cascina Falchera

Centre of Culture of Environmental and Agricultural Education
Project Environment Education and Development
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Statement: Dr. Margherita Borri

President of Consorzio Agriturismo Piemonte
European conference 14-18 september
"Agriculture and environment: cultural enterprises”

Consorzio Agriturismo Piemonte was born in 1991 and takes in 115

Pedemont farms offering "agrituristic" hospitality and making educational

proposals to different groups: families, schools, elderly persons. For

many years Consorzio Agriturismo Piemonte deals in agrituristic hospitality commercialization, it
promotes and enhances the rural world with its culture and its oeno-gastronomical traditions. The aim
is to show to the society in its complex the value of work and of man's presence in rural areas.
Consorzio Agriturismo Piemonte represents the first group of Pedemont farmers that believed in the
possibility to join their own experience to build and promote the rural world culture in a coordinated
way irrespective of their professional organizations that followed them only after their instance. 30 of
these farms became educational farms and organized their farm house to receive children, teachers
and families too.

Every year more than 80.000 persons visit these farm houses and make educational courses related
to agricuture, raising, rural environment, oeno-gastronomy. The courses involve children in different
activities: they make bread, cheese, jam; they harvest the corn and cook the polenta, etc. The
programs contemplate the visit to the farm and different activities organized in different models: half a
day, one day, two days or more in the same week or in different seasons. Costs go 5,00 up to 9,00
Euros and it is possible to eat in the farm with an additional cost of about 7,00 Euros. (Visitors are
students 3-15 years old).

During these experiences the farmer is the main figure and he is the guide through the different
courses. Consorzio Agriturismo Piemonte collaborates with the town administration of Torino to realize
the educational courses for the day nursery children or the elementary school children. At present
Consorzio Agriturismo Piemonte manages with and for the city of Torino the first Italian city farm:
Cascina Falchera.

Consorzio Agriturismo Piemonte organized the coordination of the educational farms with the following
goals:

1. to create a regional net of farms offering educational services, with national and European
connections

to promote and enhances the rural world with its culture

to obtain suitable fiscal and administrative instruments

to converse with the schools to collaborate and discover their need

to find funds to facilitate schools in their programs choice

to ameliorate contacts with institutions

to publish informative material helping teachers

NoghA~WN

Consorzio Agriturismo Piemonte established relations with French partners and developed with them
some projects financed by European Union to develop rural school turism. Besides, with the
collaboration of Regione Piemonte and Cascina Falchera it is realizing a food education triennial
project to rediscover typical food and places where it is produced i.e. the farmhouses. This project
involves 45 classrooms, 80 teachers and 800 families and its aim is to make them know food culture
with three main guide lines:

to highlight agriculture

to promote a healthy food
to promulgate the concept of food education as education to well-being
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Thanks to this projet, Consorzio could realize a course to up date the educational proposals of the
Farmers end permit them to obtain 2 recognition from Regione Piemonte. Next goals: to make stonger
the educational courses identity, to support the farms growth with a wider diversification ability, to
improve the integration with didactic programs, to promote a further diversification and improvement of
the proposals for families and adult groups.

Agriturismo Piemonte Consorzio Regionale Agriturism 0 (CRA)

Sede legale: Via Juvarra n. 10 - 10123 Torino - P. 1. 06095710015 - Sito WEB: www.agriturismopiemonte. it .
c/o "Cascina Falchera" Strada Cuorgné 109 - 10156 Torino.

Tel 011.26.29.135 - FAX 011.22.46.547. mail: agrifalchera@tin.it - info@agriturismopiemonte.it

c/o "Divizia di Agriturismo Piemonte" Via San Tommaso 2 2/b - 10121 Torino.

Tel 011.53.49.18 - FAX 011.53.59.16. mail: divizia.cra@tiscali.it - info@agriturismopiemonte.it
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UNA FATTORIA PER CRESCERE IN CITTA

La Citta di Torino, gia da molti anni, offre ai bambini e ai ragazzi, alle loro famiglie e alle scuole,
opportunita, strumenti e percorsi di educazione ambientale. Educare all'ambiente significa promuovere
esperienze che inducano i pit giovani a scoprire il mondo di cui sono parte, attivare occasioni che
permettano loro di sentire forte e presente I'appartenenza al territorio che li circonda, all'ambiente nel
quale vivono e crescono. .,

Non si tratta solo di "imparare" a rispettare I'ambiente, la consapevolezza delle responsabilita proprie
e della comunita di cui si € parte non si ottiene soltanto enunciando valori e conoscenze teoriche;
I'ambiente va esplorato, vissuto, usato; solo cosi si pud prendere coscienza del suo inestimabile
valore, farne davvero patrimonio nel percorso educativo e nella formazione culturale di ogni bambino
e di ogni ragazzo.

Altro non fosse perché nell'ambiente viviamo e tanto piu estesi sono gli spazi, tanto piu realizziamo di
noi stessi e comprendiamo gli altri. Se i simboli ci permettono di ordinare i nostri pensieri, di affrontare
con metodo la realta fisica e sociale, di elaborare pensieri astratti, di codificare una cultura e
trasrnetterla, non possono sostituire I'esperienza della realta stessa.

Lo spazio ed il tempo si possono capire solo vivendoli. Del tempo, ad esempio, noi oggi abbiamo una
concezione particolare. Non c'eé mai tempo per parlare, per guardare le cose, non si puo perdere
tempo in relazioni con gli altri. Diventa importante solo il presente che viviamo in questo momento,
che deve esse re pieno di attivita e deve consentire a noi di raggiungere quello che ci prefiggiamo.
Alcuni anni fa usci un bellissimo film di animazione dal titolo Momo che ben si addice come fotografia
di quanto finora detto. Anche allora il tempo veniva divorato dagli "uomini grigi" che ben presto
convinsero tutti gli uomini a comportarsi come loro; solo grazie all'intervento di Momo, guarda caso
una bambina, si riusci a ritornare a vivere una vita in cui le persone si parlavano di nuovo e dove era
possibile anche sopportare I'attesa. E quale migliore strumento, per capire il tempo e I'attesa che lo
accompagna, puo essere quello di un percorso che, articolato lungo le stagioni dell'anno, abbia un
riferimento tematico preciso come ad esempio la terra, la trasformazione dei prodotti, la riproduzione,
il lavoro e la raccolta? Se il bambino ha la possibilita di capire che il tempo della trasformazione del
prodotto alimentare segue il tempo della raccolta e quest'ultimo & preceduto dal tempo del lavoro della
terra, sara piu facile per lui capire che la storia & un racconto dove il tempo presente é collegato al
tempo passato e costituisce il preludio al tempo futuro.

La scorsa settimana & avvenuta la presentazione di Crescere in Citta, raccolta della programmazione
di attivita educative curate dalia Citta di Torino rivolte alla scuola dell'obbligo, in tale occasione si &
evidenziata I'importanza di rendere interessanti le materie disciplinari e si e ribadito che I'educazione e
esperienza e che l'esperienza si costruisce a scuola e nei diversi contesti dell'allievo. Una cascina
urbana ha la possibilita di rispondere al bisogno della scuola di ave re un costante riferimento con la
realta di ambienti per quanto possibile vari ed estesi, per vedere e vivere qualcosa di cui si paria nelle
aule.

Pensiamo ancora alla poverta di parole che usano i ragazzi, ai numerosi significati che una stessa
parola assume e alla mancanza di un significato stabile della parola stessa, questo avviene in quanto
la parola non costituisce pi memoria ma sempre pitl immagine. E una differenza non da poco se
pensiamo che I'immagine rimanda a una visione complessiva, mentre la lingua prevede il seguirsi di
suoni e quindi "un prima" e "un dopo". Attraverso la varieta e la dimensione dell'esperienze spazio-
temporali, che sono alla base dello sviluppo della memoria, della creativita, dell'abilita, del senso di
sicurezza e dello spirito di iniziativa, € possibile contrastare questo fenomeno tipico della societa della
comunicazione, dove si assiste a una forte crescita della quantita di informazioni disponibili a cui, pero
corrisponde, uno state caotico della conoscenza: si ritiene di conoscere solo perché si e vista
I'immagine, all'apprendimento per gradi si sostituisce un apprendimento per immersione. L'urgenza
che fuori dalia scuola esista "un ambiente altro" che con la scuola dialoghi, entri in relazione e progetti,
nel rispetto delle singole autonomie, & confermato anche dai recenti studi sull'apprendimento inteso
come capacita di superare e rivoluzionare le strutture mentali acquisite.

La vita e fatta di continui apprendimenti che rinnovano le nostre esperienze sulla base di una societa
non piu statica ma in continua trasformazione. Sappiamo che non bastano piu le conoscenze fornite
dalia scuola, dobbiamo essere in grado di pensare in modo dinamico I'acquisizione di saperi,
padroneggiare le informazioni per arrivare alle competenze, convinti che non esiste un unico stile di
pensiero, un unico modo di ragionare, ma diversi modi di imparare, diversi punti di vista.
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L'azione educativa svolta, ad esempio, nella Cascina Falchera, con interventi di ricerca, di attivita
espressive e creative che si collegano, senza ripetizioni o obbligatorie continuita, al lavoro fatto a
scuola, favorisce I'apprendimento in quanta il luogo in cui si struttura I'esperienza non solo & diverso
da quello dell'aula scolastica, ma soprattutto € in grado di stupire, di interessare, di accogliere il
bambino e portarlo a familiarizzare con esso

In questo caso la metodologia di intervento privilegia la relazione, sia con adulti sia con coetanei, con
un'attenzione particolare all'esplorazione di tutto cio che ci circonda, alla capacita di porsi e farsi
domande, di incuriosirsi e fare ricerca. L'idea metodologica del laboratorio prevede il lavoro di gruppo,
I'esplorazione, il gioco e si richiama all'eterogenea corrente di pensiero che nell'attivismo si riconosce
e che vede nella continuita reale e praticata fra attivita all'interno dell'aula scolastica e esperienza in
atelier, il contesto formativo adeguato per rispondere agli interessi concreti dell'infanzia.

L'ambiente diventa cosi un'aula didattica, ricca di stimoli e opportunita. Spazio, tempo, forme,
dimensioni, colori, forme di vita in un equilibrio armonico, sono nell'ambiente una realta percepibile,
manipolabile ed esplorabile. Solo nell'ambiente e possibile un'educazione pluridimensionale, la sua
struttura infatti contiene e connette le dimensioni: cognitiva, etica, politica, estetica e religiosa. E'
I'ambiente che crea i presupposti per favorire lo sviluppo di una mentalita sistemica e permette la
strutturazione di un modo di pensare che collega la molteplicita degli elementi, delle loro connessioni,
relazioni e processi di interazione. Su questa linea hanno operato, nel tempo, i Servizi Educativi della
Citta di Torino che hanno a tal fine realizzato un documento dove si considera I'ambiente nella sua
interezza, dove natura e uomo interagiscono e condividono sviluppo e cultura dell'umanita e della
tecnologia. Si tratta del Manifesto Ambiente Educazione Sviluppo, ancora attuale dope piu di quindici
anni dalla sua pubblicazione.

La Cascina Falchera fa parte dei Centri di Cultura per I'Educazione alllAmbiente che, attraverso i filoni
di ricerca: Nido e Ambiente, Natura e Avventura, Ambiente e Cultura, Vivere il Verde, Acque e Fiumi,
Parchi e Verde Urbano e Agricoltura attivano le esperienze che vedono protagonisti ogni anno piu di
15.000 bambini, le proposte, graduate per difficolta di percorso e complessita di apprendimenti, sono
offerte ai bambini dei nidi e delle scuole dell'infanzia, e ai ragazzi delle scuole dell'obbligo. Si va dalle
prime esperienze di incontro con il monde per i piu piccoli, all'avventura Robinsoniana nella scuola
dell'infanzia, all'educazione scientifica per i piu grandi. Tutti i percorsi si attuano direttamente
nelllambiente, quello urbano ed extraurbano, quello coltivato e quello incolto. Questo e I'ambiente:
quello pit vicino, quello di tutti i giorni, quello spesso scontato, ritenuto poco interessante e quello piu
lontano fatto di oasi, aree protette e paesaggi da ammirare.

Per rispondere ai bisogni formativi dei bambini e alle esigenze della scuola, la Citta di Torino, negli
anni, si e dotata di veri e propri Centri di Cultura per I'Infanzia e I'Adolescenza, di cui Cascina Falchera
e un valido esempio, che costituiscono I'evoluzione dell'esperienza, nata a meta degli anni '70, dei
laboratori didattici realizzati dall'Amministrazione comunale per sostenere l'attivita educativa delle
scuole. Con la nascita dei Centri di Cultura, I'attivita dei laboratori ha trovato una sua integrazione sia
organizzativa sia tematica e progettuale, consentendo ai nuovi Centri di raggiungere, nella
riunificazione di competenze, progettualita, attivita, mezzi e risorse, a cui si affianca una
professionalita in grado di operare per una cultura educativa attraverso un processo permanente di
formazione, ricerca e sperimentazione. | Centri di Cultura sono strutture stabili e uniche nella realta
educativa italiana, direttamente gestite dall'Ente locale si avvalgono di oltre cento insegnanti.Essi
offrono servizi permanenti di tipo extrascolastico, consentono di consolidare esperienze gia acquisite,
stimolano approfondimenti, favoriscono la conoscenza e I'utilizzo da parte del bambino cittadino delle
risorse del territorio. Sono luoghi in cui la conoscenza é frutto di operativita e di ricerca, luoghi di
socializzazione e interscambio tra individui, in cui si privilegia I'aspetto motivazionale della
conoscenza riconoscendone il valore emotiyo di piacere e coinvolgimento globale. Il passaggio dai
laboratori ai Centri di Cultura, organizzati per aree tematiche, ha portato a definire dei luoghi dove non
solo i bambini, ma anche gli insegnanti e le famiglie possono trovare stimoli e contesti di alta qualita
culturale, sociale e didattica. Luoghi in cui avere spazi espositivi per mostre interattive, incontri e
dibattiti, luoghi in cui i bambini e i ragazzi possono esprimere i propri interessi e trovare sollecitazioni
stimolanti "sperimentando percorsi e metodologia di arricchimento del proprio progetto formativo" . Nei
Centri di Cultura, in stretta relazione con le attivita educative rivolte ai ragazzi, si propone inoltre la
formazione per gli insegnanti e per tutti coloro che operano nel campo dell'educazione formale e non
formale.
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Il contesto attuale per6 registra nuovi e non sempre positivi scenari politici ed economici che, se da
una parte vedono crescere la responsabilita del Comune nella risposta ai bisogni ed alle domande dei
cittadini, dall'altra registrano una continua riduzione delle risorse disponibili, con la conseguenza di
indirizzare gli interventi alla semplice erogazione di servizi obbligati nei confronti della scuola (mense,
trasporti, assistenza handicap, manutenzione edilizia) e dei servizi per l'infanzia di competenza
comunale. Cio rappresenta per la Citta, per le sue politiche di trasformazione, un errore strategico. A
questa situazione si aggiungono le disposizioni a livello nazionale che raccomandano una maggiore
efficacia ed efficienza nella produzione di servizi pubblici, la ricerca di risorse integrative, rispetto alle
sole risorse pubbliche. Si tratta di trovare una risposta all'esigenza di raggiungere una maggiore
autonomia rispetto al finanziamento pubblico, attraverso una piu elevata capacita di investimento e la
continuita nella creazione di valore pubblico secondo un'azione che capace di soddisfare tre
condizioni principali, che raffigurano un triangolo strategico: la percezione della creazione di valore
pubblico, la sostenibilita operativa e amministrativa, la legittimazione e il sostegno nell'ambiente di
riferimento. | processi che creano valore pubblico devono rispondere all'esigenze delle logiche
manageriali per evitare il disperdersi delle risorse e consentire la risposta efficiente ai bisogni della
collettivita. Questo non implica, necessariamente, l'intervento di soggetti privati nella gestione dei
servizi, ma presuppone certamente una maggiore autonomia e responsabilizzazione delle strutture
che li erogano.

Proprio in considerazione del nuovo panorama formativo, sociale ed economico che si &€ andato a
configurare, I'Amministrazione comunale torinese ha deciso di costituire I'lstituzione Torinese per una
Educazione Responsabile - ITER, nuovo organismo comunale che comprende tutta quella parte del
sistema educativo rappresentata dai Centri di Cultura per I'lnfanzia e I'Adolescenza. L'Istituzione ITER
risponde alla necessita di avere un soggetto a livello comunale in grado di diventare punto di
riferimento cittadino per tutti coloro che a vario titolo si occupano di educazione e che condividono
I'obiettivo di passare dalia quantita del sapere alla qualita del pensare. Solo con la qualita del pensare
sara possibile investire sul capitale umano, risorsa principale di una societa che, sempre piu basata
sulle conoscenze, non trascura pero la coesione sociale e lo spirito cooperativo, a partire dalia
necessita di modificare il modo di considerare i bambini: non cittadini del futuro, ma cittadini gia oggi,
a cui riconoscere il titolo di attori sociali in senso pieno, detentori di diritti e di competenze.

CHE COS'E' UN'ISTITUZIONE COMUNALE

L'Istituzione comunale & un organismo, senza personalita giuridica, con cui i Comuni possono gestire
quei servizi pubblici a carattere sociale che non hanno rilevanza economica ma richiedono una
gestione piu flessibile e rapida. A differenza di altre forme di gestione, con l'istituzione il Comune
mantiene la guida delle competenze in tema di educazione e, nel contempo, si dota di un braccio
operativo agile, efficiente e conveniente per seguire i Centri di Cultura che per quantita e varieta di
ambiti di intervento risultano una realta unica in Italia.

QUALI SONO GLI OBIETTIVI

L'Istituzione, richiamandosi nelle sue finalita generali alla "Convenzione Internazionale del'ONU sui
diritti dell'infanzia e dell'adolescenza", alla "Carta delle Citta Educative", ai principi contenuti nel "Piano
nazionale di azione ed interventi per la tutela dei diritti e lo sviluppo dei soggetti in eta evolutiva"
predisposto ai sensi della legge n. 451/1997, ai vigenti regolamenti comunali in materia ed ai quadri
pedagogici di riferimento utilizzati nell'ambito del sistema educativo comunale, persegue gli obiettivi
sotto elencati:

programmare, gestire e potenziare, nell'ambito di un progetto unitario, i servizi educativi e
culturali promossi dalia Citta per i nidi, le scuole dell'infanzia e dell'obbligo e per i cittadini da O
a 14 anni e le loro famiglie

valorizzare i diritti e le potenzialita delle bambine e dei bambini, delle famiglie, del personale
insegnante, delle operatrici e degli operatori, nonché la partecipazione di tutti i soggetti
coinvolti nel processo educativo

promuovere la professionalita e la cultura educativa attraverso un processo permanente di
formazione, ricerca e sperimentazione

perseguire, anche attraverso processi e strategie di rete, il confronto ed il dialogo con i
soggetti pubblici e privati che operano nel campo culturale, educativo e scolastico, con
particolare riferimento all'infanzia ed al nuovo sistema dell'istruzione introdotto con
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I'autonomia scolastica
operare confronti, partecipazioni e partenariati anche a livello internazionale, in primo luogo
nell'ambito dell'’Associazione Internazionale Citta Educative.

QUALI SONO | VANTAGGI

La soluzione dell'istituzione, pur lasciando inalterato il profilo giuridico-istituzionale del personale che
attualmente opera nei centri, incide sulle caratteristiche organizzative e gestionali del servizio
attraverso un processo di managerializzazione, trasmettendo alle persone e all'organizzazione una
nuova cultura dell’ente e del servizio pubblico. Nel caso specifico la gestione del servizio attraverso
I'istituzione consente la salvaguardia del ruolo di indirizzo del Comune, che considera i Centri di
Cultura un punto significativo nel percorso di costruzione di .una citta educativa e amica delle bambine
e dei bambini. Con l'lstituzione, sara inoltre possibile una maggiore identificazione, da parte
dell'esterno, del lavoro svolto dai Centri di Cultura e gli stessi Centri avranno maggiori possibilita di
scoprire le innumerevoli opportunita culturali con le quali I'lstituzione potra stringere rapporti di
collaborazione. Ci stiamo riferendo ad associazioni e individui che sono in grado di offrire contributi
non meno importanti di quelli delle agenzie deputate a tale scopo e che avranno con l'istituzione un
punto di riferimento cittadino. Una maggiore velocita decisionale contraddistinguera la nuova
organizzazione, tenuto conto delle specificita dei servizi da erogare, della tempestivita della risposta
dovuta alle esigenze, in costante trasformazione ed evoluzione, dell'utenza.

Non ultima e da considerare I'importanza di coinvolgere finanziatori esterni che, in un sistema di
partecipazione alla gestione ordinaria dei servizi, consente di garantire I'esigenza di prestare
attenzione a una vera e propria cultura.

I NUMERI DELL'ISTITUZIONE

L'Istituzione si presenta come un'organizzazione di tutto rispetto per i numeri che la
contraddistinguono. Piu di 300 persone costituiscono la risorsa umana che consentira di raggiungere
gli obiettivi individuati annualmente sulla base delle indicazioni fornite dal Consiglio d’Amministrazione,
costituito da 3 componenti, é presieduto dall'Assessore al Sistema Educativo, a cui si aggiunge il
Direttore dell'lstituzione con il compito di sovraintendere alla corretta gestione amministrativa e al
coordinamento pedagogico. E interessante notare come sia forte il legame con l'apparato della
macchina comunale, ulteriormente garantito dal Presidente che é individuato nella figura
dell'Assessore delegato dal Sindaco per le incombenze relative al sistema educativo cittadino. Le
risorse finanziarie ammontano a circa 2.800.000,00 Euro, stanziamento considerevole che consente
lo svolgimento delle numerose iniziative programmate dai Centri di Cultura: attivita per le scuole e il
tempo libero, formazione del personale, scambi scolastici, soggiorni marini, rassegne teatrali,
cinematografiche e sperimentazione di proposte formative in collaborazione con le diverse agenzie del
territorio.

Umberto MAGNONI

Direttore

Istituzione Torinese per

una Educazione Responsabile
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Provincia di Bergamo
Assessoratio Agricoltura, Caccia e
Pesca

Since 2000 :The Assessorato Agricoltura, Caccia e Pesca of the Provincia di Bergamo has been
promoting th; project "Fattorie Didattiche" (Educative Farms), in collaboration with different farms that
offer various opportunities to schools.

This project aims to supply a chance to the farmers in order to increase their activities and at the same
time to give to the kids more information about their culture, the rural landscape and the typical
agricultural quality production, offering new and different learning chances to schools.

For all this farms the pedagogical activity is only complementary to the agricultural one, which remains
the main one.

The farms must have precise qualifications regarding training, buildings and hygiene. Moreover, the
farmers periodically have to take part in training courses.

The more significant initiatives promoted by the Provincia regarding the Fattorie Didattiche project are:

pilot projects: schools have free entrance to pedagogical farms producing different works
(reports, multimedia cds, videos, drawings...)

training courses open to farmers.

Didactical material (book, cds,...)

Events (exhibitions and fairs, workshops, study journeys,...)

Since 2002 also the Regione Lombardia has been promoting a net of pedagogical farms, expressing
the following definition about them: "The Fattorie Didattiche of Lombardia are agricultural/agriturist
farms involved in the education of people and particularly of school classes [...] The Fattorie Didattiche
offer the chance of learning many things about rural living, agricultural activities, the cycle of
food,animal and vegetable life, the farmer craft and his social rule, with the aim of educating people to
a conscious consumption respecting the environment".

At the moment the Provincia of Bergamo counts the greater quantity of accredited Fattorie Didattiche
in Regione Lombardia(32 out of 85) thanks to the long experience of the last years. The activities that
farmers do with schools involve the students in a concrete way and put them in touch with the rural
world.

Below are some of the activities taking place in the Fattorie Didattiche:

Visiting the animals of the farm, the nutrition nowadays and in the past, cows and milk, bees and
honey, laboratories of wax, bread and limestone, "ecogames", grapes and wine, olives and olive oil,
chestnut grove, horticulture, old farmer' s tools, sensory activities in touch with nature,. . .

The target is kids from 4 to 8 years old. Few from secondary school. Some activities for handicap kids
are also proposed (hyppo therapy, pet therapy. . .)
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Cascina Bosco Grande
THE FARM OF THE CHILDREN

Bosco Grande is a rare example of Lombard forest and spontaneous vegetation.

Bosco Grande is a plot of land that houses an old farm house typical of the Padana region which for a
period functioned together with its surrounding lands as a hunting reserve. The woods extend to 22
acres and contain high trunk trees and a marsh zone where a cane feild has developed. Wild animals
are numerous. There are cleared feilds for play and sport activities, it is also possibile to pitch tents
and build shelters.

The house itself contains large rooms used as studios for activities, in the smaller structures
surrounding the main house there are storage spaces and a wood oven, there is also a fenced in area
for domestic animals, a vegetable garden, a large sand box, shady feilds with picnic tables and
benches and a huge central feild for play.

The house became the property of the community of Pavia in 1968, after having restructured the
buildings, the enviornmental education activities were started in 1977.

Our assosciation, the friends of the woods, leads and organizes the educational activities and free
time activities since 1995, collaborating with the community of Pavia.

During these years of activity the enviornmental education activities that represent above all in
collaboration with schools, the principle use of Bosco Grande there is also a farm program that was
launched in 1998 following the example of city farms seen in Northern and Central Europe.

The farm does'nt produce products but is strictly educational and recreational, used to explain the
processes of country life and animal cycles.

At Bosco Grande we offer activities for free time and after school programs as well as summer
activities which have the advantage of being more continuous and instructional due to thier duration
the information and experience is more concrete and establishes a more substantial relationship with
the place and the animals.

Our education philosophy is based on direct experience and contact. The discovery, exploration, and
knowledge of our enviornment and the natural world are proposed in different forms and moments
using scientific information, games and expression using recovered materials offen gathered in the
woods to make crafts and art. The children also make bread and cheese, creating with their own
hands. With the same hands they develop a reletionship with the animals feeling them and caring for
them.

Activities at "Bosco Grande"

It's winter, silence and white cover these woods. When the snow melts the children return to play and
leam in these woods, what exactly do they do? let's ask them!

Kids of Bosco Grande

Hello my name is Federico, these are my friends from the woods, behind us is the huge

woods of Bosco Grande. Many animals live inside these woods, frogs, toads, foxes. In front of us is
the farm where we keep hens, chickens, goats; chicks, sheep. We feed them

and clean them.

The farm

We are making a bed for the goats with hay, they'll sleep here tonight. We feed them too,
they are very sweet. This is a chick bom recently from a hen.
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The Teachers
Our teachers are very fun and they show us a lot of things
Clay trees

Take a peice of clay and mold the form of a tree trunk, use some stick to make the branches
but be carefull because the clay dries fast.

Cheese

Once we came here with my class and made cheese.

We put the milk on the stove in this big pot, now let's see if it's hot enough. Mix with the thermometer
awhile to get the temperature reading. Now that it's hot enough let's add the cheese culture, now its no
longer just milk because the cheese culture is reacting with the milk, we leave it work for awhile and
when we return it will be something different still. This mixture has become thick like pudding, you can
break the surface with a knife. lets put a little of this mixture in this cloth to drain away the liquid. Now
that we have this thick paste we can put it into forms to make it officially cheese, squish it down. It's
beautiful! and delicious!

Animals

Now let's talk about the fauna and animals here, there are badgers, foxes, ferrets, they make
holes in the ground where they live, their homes are called dens. Our teachers show us these holes
where some animals spend the whole winter hybernating.

Badgers

What does the badger do in the winter? It hybernates! It stays in its den all winter so its

hard to see one in the winter and even in the summer its difficult. Its a nocturnal animal which means
its active during the night so you have to be in the woods after dark to see them. The badger den
seems like just a hole by looking at the entrance but its really quite complicated, it even has a toilet,
badgers are very clean animals and always go to the bathroom in the same place.

Finch

Does the Finch make its nest in the winter, is there a nest in there? No! Why not? Because

its winter and it makes its nest to lay its eggs and in the winter the eggs would be cold and there
would'nt be any food for the babies once hatched.

Science lab

This is the sciente lab where we leam to identify different animals that live here, different

kinds of birds, ferrets, squirels, foxes, and even insects. This is a leaf insect, its very hard to see
becasue it camoflauges itself to blend in with the leaves and branches.

FINE

These are the activities that happen at the Bosco Grande, now that summer is arriving, children will
come to do new and yet timeless things, just like the seasons.
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"Open Farms - Educational Farms" in Emilia-Romagna

Rossana Mari, Regione Emilia-Romagna, Direzione Generale Agricoltura Tiziana Nasolini,
Osservatorio Agroambientale, Cesena

After six years of testing and consolidation, a new stage for the programme "Fattorie Aperte e Fattorie
Didattiche" promoted by Emilia-Romagna Region (Committee chairmanship Agriculture, Environment
and School, Professional Training) is starting with the collaboration of all county Provinces and the
technical support of Osservatorio Agroambientale. County council adopted the new programme on
30th july 2004.

Purposes
- To create opportunities of relationship between agricultural field and school

To improve the knowledge of food's origin

To leam about the farmer's profession

Focus the attention to farming culture and traditions

Encourage respect for the environment in young people

"Fattorie Aperte e Fattorie Didattiche" started in 1998 and received a large approval by agricultural
field and by school. During the first years groups of didactical farms have been created in all the
county Provinces; in the period 2001-2003 county work groups codified quality's standard with the
subscription, by educational farms, of "Standard Quality Paper". The farmers interested in these
initiatives attended a compulsory training course and prepared educational activities differentiated
according to the different age of people (from children to adults) based on the principle "leaming by
doing" .

Educational farms authorized for school year 2004/05 are 283. In the last school year 4.219 classes
and organized groups (for a total of about 84.000 people) performed activities in educational farms.

The important purposes of the new programme 2004/2006 are: consolidation of the relationship with
school and organized groups, educational quality and back-up means, extemal image and visibility of
the project.

Besides vocational training a new activity for the secondary school will be developed, with the aim of
promoting the knowledge of agriculture and stimulate the interest for the farmer's profession.

In all the region, also with European Social Found, the following are organised every year:
training courses for farmers and teachers;
awareness activities for citizens and families;
didactic material for teachers and students.

As for organization, every Province attends to:
authorize Educational Farms that have all the necessary qualifications;
promote the activities and the relationship with the school and organized groups;
control and verify the educational quality of the activities.

Educational Farms authorized have to:
respect "Standard Quality Paper";
attend a compulsory training course (90-120 hours) and refresher courses every two years;
prepare educational activities differentiated according to the different age of people;
supply evaluation forms to the teachers.

The schools should include educational activities in the farms in the annual programme and promote
this type of school tourism.

The complete list of educational farms authorized every year is present in “Quida delle fattorie
didattiche" of the Emilia-Romagna Region and of the Provinces and in the following website:
www.regione.emilia-romagna.it/fattoriedidattiche
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THE CITY FARMS NETWORK OF THE ROMANATURAROTECTED AREAS

Dr Alessandra Somaschini
Education Officer, RomaNatura Regional Authority
Via Gomenizza, 81 - 00195 RomaNatura; Email: somaschini@romanatura.roma.it

Rome is. the largest rural municipality of Europe. In fact, more than 38% of its territory is covered by
green areas. RomaNatura is an authority of Latium in charged of managing a network of 14 protected
areas of Rome (parks, natural reserves and natural monuments for a total of 14.000 hectares). Urban
parks are a fruitful way for many citizens to be in contact with nature. This is extremely true for young
people whose daily experience is almost limited to the media virtual world. Experiencing nature can
develop the sense of smell, touch, and taste and can directly excite people during the discovering of
the park.

RomaNatura is working to increase the connection between organic farms and citizens by promoting
also typical products and sustainable development in the protected areas. The network of six city
farms that are located in the protected are as managed by RomaNatura was funded by the
Educational Department of the Municipality of Rome. The project was developed in three main steps:

1. Atraining course of 136 hours for the farm staff involved in educational activities;

2. The set up of the farm reception area each provided with experience hall, and the interpretive
path;

3. The building of the safety infrastructures for public needs.

The Educational Service of RomaNatura was delegated to manage the project, to develop the
educational products for teachers and students, and to monitor school activities. Managing a network
give us the chance to organise meetings in order to face farmers about the main project problems and
to think about a common solution. The farms were opened to public on the 11th March 2003. During
the first two years we started to promote educational farms all around the town by means of a
catalogue of the educational proposals that is sent by the Educational Department every year to all
nursery and primary schools of Rome. In such a way about 20.000 students came for a daily free visit
to the educational farms. They made biscuits, bred, honey, gardening, cheese, and had full contact
with domestic animals and some rare breed. During the school year 2004-05 we submitted a new
proposal for studying the four seasons in order to think about the climate changes. About 3.400
primary and secondary school students attended this project, and came one time in each school
season (autumn, winter, and spring) to observe nature and discover seasonal products. Furthermore
during the same year 6.000 children of the nursery school came one time for a free visit in the farms.

The monitoring activity was done by means of evaluating forms compiled by teaching and non
teaching staff for each class, and resulted in a positive evaluation of the experience. Many teachers
declared the wish to come back the following year. During a meeting organised with teachers involved
in the Project Seasons at least 10% of them said that they were visiting a farm of the network for the
second time.

The educational proposal is mainly focused to "hands on" activities of discovering the origin of
food and its transformation. Making cheese, biscuits, olive oil, and honey helps in discovering of
a new sensorial world which can drive new emotions in students leading them to a complete
experience.

Experiencing the city farms is a successful way to develop different dispositions in students and to
discover the complex world of agriculture in which many cultures and knowledge can meet. A
contemporay discover of old traditions, local products, nature and technologies, can stimulate a new
vision and sense of belonging to the Hearth, and to its own country. In this view it is very important to
avoid marginalization in multiethnec classes. Farms in Italy are involving more and more foreign
workers carrying different cultures and traditions.
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This cultural diversity can be used as a new tool for educating children to civil coexistence and peace.
From an occupational point of view, during the three years of the project 15 new workers were
involved in the educational farm activities.

The multifunctional approach in agriculture was proposed for the first time in the CEE Regulation
n.2078/92 on rural development, where three main farm targets were identified: production, land
management and community services. Educational activity is a good chance to increase income for
farmers, and consequently reducing the process of country withdrawal. In such a way it can be a
useful tool to promote the preservation of the natural landscape around Rome aimed by many writers
as Goethe, and painters as Coleman.
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Campania. didactic farms or city farms?
Amilcare Acerbi !

Abstract

a.

I'll talk about Campania, an Italian region with a wide variety of high quality agrarian
cultivations. It has a very interesting plan for the development of didactic farms, with important
innovations. It guarantees the farms compliant with the standards a minimum influx of pupils; it
carries out a well-organised program about alimentary education, in collaboration with Citta
della Scienza (City of Science) of Napoli, it also considers as "didactic farms" companies that
deal with alimentary transformation and agrarian museums; thanks to its presence in each
province of the region, it supplies organisational and qualitative support to the operations. It
represents a young but original experience, as it focuses immediately on the introduction of
astrong pedagogic part and favours the diversification of didactic proposals, creating a bond
with the specific production of each farm.

The differences between ltalian didactic and city farms. Didactic farms offer a traditional
agrarian oriented activity, without having a bent for modern farming, except for what concerns
biological farming (also presented as "tradition is better"). In these farms, you are given a
romantic vision of agriculture, animals are like in the ancient zoos, and farming is not
presented to pupils as a professional opportunity for the future. This initiative constitutes a
strong economical interest for agrarian companies, as an integration to their eamings. There
are only three Italian City farms. This low number constitutes a real problem, even political.
These farms present a strong pedagogical engagement, adapting their offer to the age of
children, with important regards to school programs, correlating agrarian aspects with nature.
A playful approach and a wide offer of games are guaranteed, balancing leaming and
wellbeing. Activities can be easily related to the tasks realised at school, as new visits to the
city farm throughout the year and school activities are suggested. City farms give the
opportunity to welcome children, youth, families during the week ends and summer holidays.
The proposal is included in the "urban" pedagogical and cultural strategies, in parallel with
educational activities for "living in the town" and an approach oriented to the respect and
preservation of nature. This activity means much education, and less "hike".

Experiment. An experiment action is in progress in Cremona, and | transfer the results to
Campania as they will be applied wider through training stages and technical supervision. In a
modem farm, with cultivations of pears and pig-farming through biological methods, some
pedagogical practices for different school levels have been established in order to present the
complexity of the technical management of the farm, with special attention to the agrarian
technological evolution. The farm supplies with its own output a big distribution and packer
company; it carries out the whole process of pig-farming, from the birth to the marketing of the
sausages and other finished products. The visitors have the opportunity ofknowing all the
steps in a concrete and practical way. The farm is opened during the non-working days to
families with young children. It is part of a program against children obesity, in cooperation
with medical categories, educational institutions and local bodies. An effort to combine the city
farms' "civic pedagogy" with the productive vocation of didactic farms.

1 Pedagogue, organiser of the first Italian city farm in 1979, Bosco Grande, Pavia. acerbi@acerbiemartein.it
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