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There is a lot to learn about composting

The Committee Jean Pain in Londerzeel in Belgium

During the Annual General Meeting of the EFCF in March
2003, the delegates visited the International Centre for
Composting, Soil Fertilization and Organic Waste Treatment
in Londerzeel, Belgium.

During the late sixties in the last century, the Frenchman
Jean Pain developed a method of transforming fresh pruning
into a high quality compost. The method was born out of
necessity: in France, fire lanes in the woods had to be
kept free and therefore brushwood was removed. Jean Pain
tried to compost this material. During the setting up of a
compost pile, the woodchips were thoroughly watered. It
took about nine months and several turn-overs, to get a
bruswoodcompost that could be used as a soil conditioner
due to its high organic matter contents. Jean Pain wrote
his first book on composting in 1973. It was translated in
Dutch, English, German and Spanish. In 1978 he started
an international centre for composting, soil fertilization and
organic waste treatment with the Belgian Frederik van den
Brande in Londerzeel in Belgium. In 1981 he died at the
age of 51.

Frederik van den
Brande ex-
panded the
Centre. The total
area now compri-
ses 2 hectares of
gardens, or-
chards, a green-
house, compost
heaps and many
examples of
small scale
organic waste
treatment. Furt-
her more the
Centre has a
training facility
with an extensi-
ve library, a small
scale reedbed
water treatment

system, a worm bin, a chicken coop and a composting
toilet. The whole area is well-kept and very divers. The length
of all the hedges together is 2 km and they make the area
even more attractive. Staff consists of  1 full-time

coordinator, two full-time gardeners from an employment
scheme and two part-time office workers. Ten volunteers
work in the Centre regularly and Frederik himself is still
working in the project as a volunteer, as are the other four
board members of the Centre.

The Committee Jean Pain provides training for
intermunicipalities, environmental officers and garden
contractors, who are in charge of the treatment of large
amounts of greenwaste from trees, plantations, gardens
and container parks. The Centre also organizes workshops
from 1 to more days about small scale composting with
theoretical and practical sessions for candidate-
compostmasters, environmental officers, teachers etc. For
schoolchildren, the Centre assumes practical lessons (1or
2 hours). Some of the items of the school programme are:
ingredients of municipal waste, decomposer organisms and
soil life, how to start a worm bin, screening and using
compost.

Students from horticultural and agricultural colleges are
especially focussed. Topics such as greenwaste treatment,
use of compost, mulching with woodchips are discussed
during their visit at the Centre. Students, writing their paper
about these subjects, receive all necessary information.

The Centre organizes workshops from one to several weeks
for participants from tropical and subtropical areas. These
workshops last from one to several weeks and include
practical and theoretical training as well as field visits. The
Committee is also more and more requested by
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development organizations and Third World countries for
information, advice and training.

Since the foun-
dation of the
Centre about
1,000 agri-
cultural engi-
neers from 65
countries have
taken a course,
there have been
contacts with
agricultural and
h o r t i c u l t u r a l
organisations
from 105
countries and
about 3,000
people per year
have visited the
Centre.

Every first Saturday of the month (10 am – 1 pm and 2 – 5
pm) there are guided tours around the demonstration
compost site and through the gardens. Explanations are
provided in English, Esperanto, Dutch, French and German.,
slides and film projection. Visitors will also get answers to
specific questions.

Associations or municipalities organizing an information
campaign about home composting, can invite a lecturer of
the Centre. An information stall about home composting is
also available at the Centre.

Committee Jean Pain
Hof ter Winkelen – Holle Eikstraat 25
1840 Londerzeel – Belgium
Tel./fax:  00 32 52 30 53 65
E-mail: comite.jean.pain@skynet.be

from Pauline Wolters, Netherlands
pictures from Oliver Ginsberg, Germany


