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ney through a cow’s intestines! Do bees know mathe-
matics? What do you know about chickens? Can you
build a ”Jær-style” house? Jærmuseet aims at focu-
sing on showing the lines that extend from the early
prehistoric period and up to the present, but also asks
questions about the future. In 2007, Jærmuseet had a
total of 101,000 visitors. About 35,000 of these were
children and adolescents taking part in organized edu-
cational activities. www.jaermuseet.no

Gausel Fritidsgård is part of Stavanger Friluftssenter
(information, education about nature, environment,
agriculture and recreation and outdoor activities) and
one of the first city farms in Norway. 

It comprises about 1,5 hectare and is situated in an
expensive residential area. The farm is paid for by the
city of Stavanger and has a school programme (most-
ly a tour of the farm, feeding, petting and children can
bring their own lunch), an after school programme, a

Jæren Museum museum complex at Kvia combines
the local identity and building traditions in the region of
Jæren with a modern architectural design.The challen-
ge for the architects was to create a practical museum
complex that had to blend in with a vulnerable and uni-
que cultural landscape. Despite its size, the building
doesn’t dominate the landscape, but rather follows the
contours of the land. Building materials are concrete,
natural stone, timber, steel and glass. The exterior
cladding is made from aspen and the roof is clad with
heavily creosoted pine boarding. Natural stone covers
large areas of the outer walls. The first building phase
was completed in 1995 and comprises the main buil-
ding with the administration, library, cafeteria, collecti-
on room and exhibition area, as well as an auditorium
and a workshop. The second building phase was com-
pleted in 2002 and comprises a main exhibition area
on the ground floor and a storeroom and collection
room in the basement. The museum wants to combi-
ne documentation and information about modern
history and interest for natural science and mathema-
tics.

There is a learning centre with interactive experiences
in technology, landscape, building styles and methods,
food processing etc. and it offers activities and adven-
tures for young and old. Where does our food come
from? And how far do you have to cycle to burn it off?
What is energy? How much horsepower does a per-
son produce? Find feed for the cows and by the way –
how many stomachs does a cow have? Go on a jour-
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kindergarten (3 days a week) and a 4H club. There are
horses, goats, rabbits, chicken, turkeys, ducks, pigs,
sheep and a rare breed Norwegian cow. There are 3
staff and 10 workers in placement schemes. The farm
also has dog kennels: it takes in stray dogs and tries
to find homes for them. 

www.stavanger.kommune.no/kip/fritidsgarden.nsf

A big thank you to the FNG in general and Simen
Stråbø Aase in particular for a warm welcome, a very
nice stay and perfect organisation of the AGM.

EFCF Conference in the
Netherlands

17 – 20 September 2009

The EFCF Conference 2009, organized by the Dutch
City Farm Organisation SKBN will take place in
Hilvarenbeek, the Netherlands from 17 September -
20 September 2009. The conference fee will be €
300,- and will include accommodation, meals and
visits. The conference will be held in the African
Wildlife Park ‘Beekse Bergen’. 

The conference’s theme will be
‘The place of animals in our
modern society’. The focus will be
on the place of animals in zoos and
city farms and the role that city
farms and zoos play in education
and in conservation. 

More information and booking forms on www.city-
farms.org  (events-activities-conferences).

City farming in Iceland

During the North West Area Workshop of the ELBARN
project (www.elbarn.net) in Gent (B) in March, Pauline
Wolters of the EFCF met Ólafur R. Dýrmundsson
Ph.D. from Iceland. She asked him whether he
thought city farms would be a good idea for countries
like Iceland. Here is his answer:

“By the late 20th century most farming activities had
ceased in towns and villages in Iceland and there has
been a widening gap between the urban consumers
and the rural producers of agricultural commodities,
the farmers. The city child, for example, knows much
less about farm animals and crops than children living
in towns and villages did 40-50 years ago. 

At that time many urban children and youths had the
opportunity to stay on farms during summer, helping
with animal keeping, haymaking and crop harvesting.
Specialization and mechanization have in most cases
replaced mixed and diverse farm operations, manual
work and draught horses.

In Reykjavík, the capital of Iceland, this development
was very rapid. Although sport horses have grown in
numbers, cattle and poultry virtually disappeared
some 20 years ago and while winterfed sheep, both on
commercial farms and in small hobby flocks, numbe-
red 3300 in he early 1960s, only some 200 are now
kept as a hobby of a few enthusiasts. I am one of
them, having raised sheep in Reykjavík since 1957,
then only 13 years old. 

My “mini-farming”, which in addition to some 10 win-
terfed sheep, grazing mountainous, common, range-
lands in summer, includes organic gardening (vegeta-
bles, berries, rhubarb, trees, grass for hay). So this is
a kind of a private city farm.

In Reykjavík the City Council has been helping to edu-
cate school children and others about both domestic
and wild Icelandic animals since the foundation of the
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Family and Animal Park 20 years ago. Moreover, the
Council operates a few school-gardens where children
can grow their own vegetables during their summer
holidays. Outside Reykjavík a few individuals, mainly
farmers involved in rural tourism, operate small live-
stock parks during the summer. All these efforts are
useful but contribute little to the sustainable future we
should be aiming for.

City farms, as they are known in Europe and elsewhe-
re, may well have a role in Reykjavík and some of the
biggest towns in Iceland. Furthermore, I wonder if the
time is coming to take that beneficial development a
step further and plan for “Urban Agriculture”, begin-
ning with organic vegetable growing. Then no horse
manure would be wasted in urban areas in Iceland.
Warm waste water from our geothermal heating
systems could warm up the soil in spring lengthen the
short growing season, both in glasshouses and raised
beds in ordinary household gardens. 

Perhaps some livestock could return, especially small-
scale poultry keeping, and those of us who are still
involved in such “rural” activities may be able to help
bridge the gap between the past and the present to the
benefit of future generations. For the first time since
the Second World War has food security become a
real issue in European countries and in that context
too, both “City Farms” and “Urban Agriculture” should
be considered.”

Ólafur R. Dýrmundsson Ph.D.
National Adviser on Organic-Farming 
and Land Use
The Farmers Association of Iceland
ord@bondi.is

Project clubwork with rare breeds
in the Netherlands

The Dutch Rare Breeds
Survival Trust has started a
project group to set up clubs for
children who want to take care
of and work with rare breeds at
city farms. Partners in this pro-
ject are the Rare Breeds Survival Trust, the two Dutch
federations for city farmwork SKBN and VMK, the
Centre for Environmental Education in Maastricht and
an association for fancy pigeons, because the project
will start with pigeons.

Rare breeds in the city

A year-long ‘Rare Breeds in the City’ project at
Spitalfields City Farm in London funded by the
Heritage Lottery Fund has come to an end – but it is
not the end for rare breeds at the farm.

The Heritage Lottery Fund provided a grant of £
50,000 to enable the farm to purchase rare breeds of
British farm animal. Over the next year the Spitalfields
farm will be hatching rare breed chicken eggs and
later next year, breeding rare British sheep and goats.
You can read all about rare breeds and the farm’s year
long project in their ‘Rare Breeds in the City’ book –
with a foreword by Peter Titley, chairman of the Rare
Breeds survival trust. 

You can view an e-book copy for free on their website
at: www.spitalfieldscityfarm.org
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Collingwood’s Children Farm
in Melbourne, Australia

‘Country Life for City Folk’

Eric Franken, manager of Wolfslaar City Farm in
Breda, the Netherlands and VMK Board Member went
on a 5 months’ travel through Thailand, Australia, New
Zealand and Fiji. He visited Collingwood’s Children
Farm at 5 km’s distance from Melbourne. There are
so-called commercial petting zoo’s and discovery
farms in Australia, but Collingwood’s Children Farm is
the only city farm as we know them in Europe. 

Collingwood’s Children Farm was established in 1979
as a not-for-profit community resource and covers 17
ha., including buildings, 70 small community gardens,
organic heritage orchards and gardens. The main fun-
ding comes from gate fees, events such as the
Farmer's Market and corporate events and funding
applications.The farm is open from Monday to Friday -
9am to 4pm; Saturday and Sunday - 8am to 5pm.
Entrance fee is € 2,--. Entry to the Farm Cafe is free
and the cafe serves breakfast, lunch and all things in
between. 

There are group tours for all age groups and school
levels, including  pre-school and kindegarten groups.
Sustainabillity, recycling and landcare can also be part
of the programme. Regular activities include children’s
parties, family days on every first Sunday of each
month such as Wildlife Day, Bee Day, Chook Day,
Donkey Day,  Woodworking Day, Rat Day, Horse’s
Birthday, Spring Babies in September (remember, it’s
on the other side of the globe!) and Sheep Shearing in
November. Every second Saturday of each month
there is a big organic Farmers’ Market.

Apart from approximately 15 staff, varying from full
time employees to casuals, the farm can rely on volun-
teers over 18 years old to contribute in many ways to
the ongoing operation of the farm and activities.
Volunteer introductory sessions are on run twice a
month. The Young Farmer’s Program has been in ope-

ration at the farm for about 18 years for children aged
between 8 - 16 years of age. Horse care and riding are
a major focus within the program but before anyone
gets to handle the horses, the farm chores must be
done. 

Children work closely with farm staff in animal care,
cleaning pens, grooming, vaccinating, leading and
handling, horticulture, sowing and collecting seeds,
planting and harvesting, fundraising, preparing and
serving food, Each year the Young Farmers participa-
te in an official horse show at the farm to showcase
their skill and talent. Also parents are expected to lend
a hand at the farm, for instance during a family Day or
an odd jobs day. Work experience students from a
variety of different areas can apply for work experi-
ence. There is a Special Needs programme for people
between 6 – 65 of age with physical or mental impedi-
ments or psychiatrical problems. The community gar-
den ‘plotters’, mostly of Turkish or Greece origin, are
expected to help at the farm on minimal 4 occasions
per year.

Farm animals are Guernsey and Ayrshire cows of
which one is milked twice a day. Everyone is welcome
to have a go. The milk is usually fed to the calves, the
pigs or any orphan lambs. The horses, among which
an Arab mare, a Clydesdale cross gelding, an
Appaloosa, a Waler Horse on lease to the farm from
the Waler Horse Owners and Breeders Association
are used for activities for Birthday Parties, the month-
ly Family Days and to teach horsemanship in the
Young Farmer's Program. The Berkshire pigs have
once been introduced to the farm as part of the
Federation Rare Breeds Display Project and are bred
all year round. There are Anglo Nubian goats and
Anglo Nubian/Saanen goats, Leicester Sheep,
Chinese and Sebastapol Geese, peacocks, Pekin,
Muscovy and Fawn and White Indian Runner ducks,
five breeds of chickens, cats, guinea pigs and bees.
There is a worm farm which is used to turn kitchen
scraps, garden waste, straw, paper and manure into
fertilizer, which is also sold at the farm. 

More information: www.farm.org.au 
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Awards for green urban living
Stockholm and Hamburg 

named first ‘green capitals’

With 74% of the
EU population now
living in cities and
towns of more than
5 000 inhabitants,
the need for clean,
sustainable urban
development has

never been greater. The EU is seeking to encourage
just that with the European green capitals award. 

The accolade – to hold the title of ‘green capital’ for a
year - promotes environmentally friendly urban living
and recognises local authorities’ efforts to solve envi-
ronmental problems. Stockholm and Hamburg are the
first cities to claim the title. The Swedish capital will be
European Green Capital in 2010, while Hamburg will
take over the reins in 2011.

The jury was particularly impressed by Stockholm’s
extensive programme for improving quality of life
through water purification, noise reduction, an integra-
ted waste system, a congestion charging system and
more recreational areas, such as bathing beaches.
Hamburg, home to 1.8 million people, boasts excellent
air quality. But on this occasion it was the city’s ener-
gy-saving measures in public buildings that won the
award. 

More information: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/
europeangreencapital/index_en.htm

Budapest wins 
European Mobility Week award

Another popular prize - the European mobility week
award - went to Budapest for its efforts during Mobility
Week to raise public awareness of air pollution from
traffic and promote cleaner alternatives.

In addition to a range of events to promote sustainable
urban transport - including a “clever commuting race”
in which VIPs demonstrated the efficiency of public
transport - the Hungarian capital introduced several
permanent measures. These included an expansion of
the town centre’s pedestrian area, improved public

transport infrastructure and the creation of new bike
lanes and “park and ride” facilities. Almada in Portugal
and the Croatian capital Zagreb were runners-up.
More information: http://www.mobilityweek.eu/

Interesting books

‘Hungry City’

‘Hungry City’ by Carolyn
Steel, architect, lecturer
and writer is a book about
how cities eat. That’s the
quick definition. A slightly
wordier one might that it’s
about the eternal engine
driving civilisation.
Feeding cities arguably
has a greater social and
physical impact on us and
our planet than anything
else we do. Yet few of us
in the West are conscious
of the process. Food arri-
ves on our plates as if by
magic, and we rarely stop to wonder how it might have
got there. ‘Hungry City’ follows food’s journey from
land to city, through market and supermarket, kitchen
and table, waste-dump and back again, to show how
food affects all our lives, and impacts on the planet.
The final chapter asks how we might use food to re-
think cities in the future – to design them and their hin-
terlands better, and live in them better too. www.hun-
grycitybook.co.uk

‘People and livestock’

The photos in this book were taken over a period of 16
years. During this period Ellen Geer-lings  worked with
farmers and livestock keepers either as part of her
vocational training or as a consultant for NGOs, donor
agencies, research institutes and UN organizations. 



Clever ideas

Rainwater harvesting 
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Puppets of stone

THIS MUST 
NEVER HAPPEN AGAIN

“Egypt’s mass pig kill is quite simply the worst atrocity
to farm animals that I have ever seen.”

Philip Lymbery,
Chief Executive,
Compassion in
World Farming
www.ciwf.org.uk




