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new practice on the farm-cheesemaking
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Publication of European ELBARN
Area Action Plans

The European Livestock Breeds Ark and Rescue Net
(ELBARN) is pleased to announce the publication
Area Action Plans. These action plans present the out-
comes of four workshops that were held in 2009. The
workshops discussed the action required in Europe to
secure sustainable in situ conservation of indigenous
livestock breeds. For each ELBARN area an 'Area
Action Plan' has been developed. Central and North
East Europe, North West Europe, Mediterranean
Europe and South East Europe. The Action Plans are
intended for use in lobbying regional and national
governments, to inform all kinds of stakeholders –
especially breeders and associations – and to raise
awareness in the public.

Printed copies are available for the cost of postage
and packaging. The Action Plans for all four European
Areas can also be found online at www.elbarn.net for
download.

New publication about 
local cattle breeds in Europe

Development of poli-
cies and strategies for
s e l f - s u s t a i n i n g
breeds. The Pdf of the
publication can be
downloaded and prin-

ted from www.regionalcattlebreeds.eu.  Hardcopies
can be ordered from Wageningen Academic
Publishers
http://www.wageningenacademic.com/cattlebreeds

Federation of City Farms and
Community Gardens FCFCG) cele-

brates 30th anniversary  

The FCFCG celebrates its 30th
birthday in 2010 with a series of
events, starting with a 30th anni-
versary national gathering and
conference in Nottingham  from
3-4 September.This will also
include workshops, site visits and
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a civic reception.. A special bedding display in the
shape of the FCFCG logo has been created in the
grounds of Nottingham Castle for visitors to view. You
will find an invitation to attend and a booking form on
ht tp : / /www.farmgarden.org.uk/about -us/our-
work/30th-anniversary

Conference about The child’s Right
to Nature on 28 September 2010

On 28 september 2010 a working conference about
the child’s right to nature will take place in Baarn, the
Netherlands. The conference is meant for policyma-
kers and green organisations. The purpose is to get
the child’s right to nature on the political agenda. 

A child’s right to contact with nature can make a valu-
able contribution to the restoration of the relationship
between children and nature. At the moment this fun-
damental right is absent from the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child. For that reason
‘wAarde Foundation’ has started an initiative which
aims to create and include a child’s right to contact
with nature within the framework of the Convention on
the Rights of the Child. 

Background

During the past decades the relationship between chil-
dren and nature has changed radically. Many children
are scarcely in touch with nature, simply because
nature has largely disappeared from their everyday
life. Nature is a rare commodity in a childhood. This
lack is the result of a number of developments that
have taken place worldwide. Thus there are now more
people living in cities than in rural areas: a novelty in
the history of mankind. Another important factor is the
loss of nature in general. The lack of contact with
nature is a serious situation. In the first place, it is
serious because direct exposure to nature is essential
for the health and the development of children.
Children themselves mention a deep-seated need to
have contact with nature. In the second place the
development is disturbing because current and future
generations of children will be faced with huge envi-
ronmental problems. The children of today will have to
realize sustainable development. For that purpose a
foundation has to be laid in their youth in the form of
positive experiences with nature. 

International and national support

More and more non-governmental organizations from
countries all over the world, including India, Korea,
Jordan, Uganda, Tanzania, Brazil, Mexico, the United
States, Portugal and Italy are joining in the initiative. 

Brochure

The brochure The Child’s Right to Nature can be
downloaded from 
www.waarde.nl/press/Brochure.kinderrechtopnatuur
contact.pdf

New website
Bund der Jugendfarmen und

Aktivspielplätze e.V.

www.bdja.org

http://www.waarde.nl/press/Brochure.kinderrechtopnatuurcontact.pdf
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Interesting websites

www.guerillagardening.org

A war against neglect and scarcity of public space
There is neglected orphaned land all over the place.
Guerilla gardeners fight back to reclaim this precious
resource and cultivate it. The website has many tips,
examples and a community forum to share news from
the horticultural front line in the world. The term “guer-
rilla” may bring to mind a small band of armed soldiers,
moving in the dead of night on a stealth mission. In the
case of guerrilla gardening, the soldiers are planters,
the weapons are shovels, and the mission is to trans-
form an abandoned lot into a thing of beauty. Once an
environmentalist’s nonviolent direct action for inner-
city renewal, this approach to urban beautification is
spreading to all types of people in cities around the
world.

www.countdown2010.net/resources/communicati-
ons-material

International Year of Biodiversity

www.save-foundation.net/EAD/EAD_en.htm

European Agrobiodiversity
Day on 29th September 2010

Clever ideas

If you come across a clever idea or if you had a brilli-
ant idea yourself, take a photograph and e-mail it to
Hans Jörg Lange (bdja@bdja.org) or to Pauline
Wolters (pwolters@planet.nl). Two or three lines of
explanation will do. 

Simple solution to transport educational material

M² garden, an idea for schools, city farms 
and the garden at home




