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to buy ‘misshapen’ fruits and vegetables from 1 July
2009. This includes 26 types of fruit and vegetables,
including Brussels sprouts, carrots, cucumbers, garlic
and cherries, regardless of their size and shape. 

European cities and 
climate change

In October 2008 some 130 major European cities
across 34 countries committed to bringing climate
change into citizens’ hearts and minds by adopting
sustainable public procurement policies.  

More information:  
http://www.euractiv.com/en/sustainability/major-
eu-cities-pledge-fight-climate-change/article-
176720

Annual award 
European Green Capital 

Starting in 2010, one European city will be selected
each year as the European Green Capital of the year.
The award will be given to a city that has a consistent
record of achieving high environmental standards, is
committed to ongoing and ambitious goals for further
environmental improvement and sustainable develop-
ment, can act as a role model to inspire other cities
and promote best practices to all other European
cities. The evaluation panel has shortlisted eight cities
to support their applications for the title of European
Green Capital 2010 and 2011. The award ceremony is
scheduled for March 2009. 

More information:
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/europeangreen-
capital/index_en.htm

Interesting websites

www.atnesa.org

The Animal Trac-
tion Network for
Eastern and Sou-
thern Africa (ATN-
ESA) was formed
in 1990 to improve
information ex-
change and regio-
nal cooperation
relating to animal
draft power. The
network aims to
unite researchers,
manu fac tu re rs ,
development wor-
kers, institutions and the users of animal traction in the
region. Membership of the network is open to all indi-
viduals and organisations interested in its objectives.

www.caretakers4all.org

Caretakers of the Environ-
ment International is a Glo-
bal Network of secondary
school teachers and stu-
dents who are actively con-
cerned about environmental
issues and who are willing
to do something about

these issues through their education and their action-
taking. The network intends to be a podium for tea-
chers and students to exchange concerns, ideas, stra-
tegies, actions and projects in the field of environmen-
tal education. 

www.jansch.freeserve.co.uk/

Bronze and driftwood life-size sculptures

Banana dog from City Farmer´s Food Art Book 
www.cityfarms.org
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www.farmland-thegame.eu

The European Commission has launched ‘Farmland’,
a European children's website on animal welfare.
‘Farmland’ is an interactive and informative web tool
targeting children aged between 9 and 12, which also
aims to help tomorrow's consumers to be in a position
to make informed choices about the food they will be
buying. On the basis of the five freedoms, ‘Farmland’
attempts to explain to children that although we farm,
transport and slaughter animals for our needs, we
should do so humanely and taking into account their
basic needs. 

Interesting films

Meat the Truth

Warm reception for Dutch Climate Change film in
Hollywood

‘Meat the Truth’, the
Dutch climate change
film, presented by
Marianne Thieme (Party
for the Animals MP),
has been warmly recei-
ved in Hollywood on 3rd
October 2008. The US
premiere of this much
discussed Dutch film

took place in the presence of, amongst others, the
Dutch Consul. Other prominent guests included
Wayne Pacelle, President of HSUS (the world’s lar-
gest animal protection organization with 10 million
members), actress Megan Blake and the Hollywood
attorney Kim Swartz. The response to the international
version of Meat the Truth were extremely full of praise
and there was great interest from distributors with
regard to distributing the film in the United States. 

In the meantime,
Meat the Truth
has been selec-
ted and/or nomi-
nated for various
important film
festivals in the
US, such as the
Artivist Festival,
the Montana
CINE Festival in
M i s s o u l a ,
Montana, the 7th
Annual Wild and
S c e n i c
Environmental Film festival in Nevada City, California
and the 56th Columbus Interna-tional Film + Video
Fes-tival, alias ‘The Chris Awards’. 

More info: 
www.meatthetruth.nl (the website also has an
English version)

Clever ideas

Two ways to show what is needed to produce milk and
cheese. (3 pictures below in Antwerp and 1 picture
next page in Luxembourg)



Merry Christmas 
and 

a happy New year!!!
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